Introductory
issues." These, in its judgment, have seemingly no place
in a Christian way of life.
We are being prepared, in short, for a break in our
habituation to the idea of political democracy. Its results
are not what were expected. Our possessing class is not
ready, as Matthew Arnold pleaded with them to be ready,
to "choose equality and flee greed." At a time when the
need for rational examination of fundamentals was per-
haps more necessary than at any time since the Refor-
mation, a temper is developing which gravely threatens
the power of reason to maintain its empire. There is
growing up a resistance to the idea that a democracy may
examine the foundations of property. On the economic
field, the owners of property consider sabotage and even
resistance justified. On the political field, they consider
at least the possibility of refurbishing ancient weapons
of constitutional controversy, the power of the Lords,
the influence of the Crown, in the hope that this will
postpone, and perhaps destroy, the victory of Socialist
principles. And all this is accompanied by incessant
propaganda intended to convince the masses that their
own ruin is involved in that victory. That the prophecy
may not be falsified, preparation is made for the catas-
trophe.
There is a vital relevance in all this to the central
problems of parliamentary government. For I must insist,
once more, that its power to be effective depends not
merely upon its methods; it depends also upon agree-
ment upon the objects to which those methods shall be
devoted. Disagreement is of minor importance when it
is concerned with minor things; it is vital when it moves
into the region of foundations. For then men who are
led to question what the Constitution is doing are led
very rapidly to question the validity of the Constitution